
 
 

I am Carlos Cavanillas Alonso, General Coordinator of the Spanish Cooperation for 
Development in the Philippines. I would like to invite you all to celebrate once again the 
Mindanao Peace Week by participating in the different activities that have been programmed. 

At the same time, I wish to recognize the leadership of ZABIDA, together with all its 
partners in the Interreligious Solidarity for Peace Initiative for highlighting: 

 That cultural or religious diversity is not a problem but a richness for any country. That all 
religions want the best for the others and that it is really perverse to use the religion as a 
pretext to confront siblings, relatives and neighbors. 

 That the fulfilment of the rights to education, health, security, decent employment -- in 
short, to a decent life -- are internationally recognized for all. Therefore, the governments 
must work to guarantee them. 

 That hundreds of years of deprivation of these rights originate from armed conflict, but 
that this armed confrontation, far from achieving solutions, has only increased the pain 
of the poor and vulnerable. They and their families, of all religions, are the ones who suffer 
the death, torture or mutilation of their parents, brothers, sisters or relatives. They are 
the ones who have seen their homes and livelihoods destroyed. Thus, armed conflict has 
been nothing more than an added problem to the situation of prostration and oblivion of 
a vast proportion of the Mindanao population. 

 That the Peace Agreement for Bangsamoro and the peace building process arising from it 
constitutes a great opportunity to jointly work for the reconciliation and fulfilment of 
needs for Muslim, Christian or indigenous people; for men, women and children. 

 That this process requires governors who promote community participation to ensure 
that their actions respond to the desires and needs of the people they serve. Institutions 
and policies must be sufficiently legitimized to recognize the damage caused, to promote 
reparations to victims, to allow reconciliation, generate trust and favor development. 

We know that the reconciliation is as difficult as it is necessary in healing the deep wounds 
caused by years of armed conflict. And we really appreciate the work of ZABIDA and its partners 
in developing inclusive actions to favor social cohesion and restore coexistence. 

It also seems necessary for the population as a whole to perceive, as soon as possible, the 
so-called "peace dividends", understood as concrete improvements in their quality of living, both 
from the point of view of the satisfaction of economic needs, and access to basic services.  

We are sure that, by working together, we can achieve this goal. You can count on the 
Spanish solidarity and support to accompany all these efforts.  

Thank you very much.  

Maraming salamat. 


